Altered brainstem structure of spontaneously hypertensive (SHR) rats.
Computerized morphometric analysis of soma cross-sectional areas of single neurons in selected brainstem nuclei revealed that significant structural differences exist between spontaneously hypertensive (SHR) and Wistar-Kyoto (WKY) rats. Neuronal sizes were significantly reduced in 5 of 9 brainstem regions of SHR's compared to WKY rats. Differences in cell densities were also found.